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A Word From Our Pastor

To honor Julius Caesar who was born in the seventh month, Marc Antony gave the
month the name July. All these years since, Caesar continues to be honored annually as
we observe the dates of this month. Personally, when I write 'July” I don't even think of
old Julius. July is too busy a month for our family. Four of our seven children were born
in July. Add to that several other family members and we have a birthday filled month
requiring celebrations. Not a one of them is Julius Caesar.

When I think of honor, it is Jesus Who commands my attention, not Caesar. At
Jesus' trial, the religionists avowed they had no king but caesar. I want us to go on
record as having no king but Jesus. We must become stubbornly adamant about that fact—there is no one
but Jesus. Jude challenges us to “contend earnestly for the faith, once delivered to the saints." We must
heed his call today as Christianity is demoted as one of the world's religions. It is not! The way of life that
Jesus gave us is what Christianity is. A non-Christian philosopher has written, "Christianity is the only viable
religion in the world." That is a good statement, but I wonder, why then does he not become a Christian?
Pluralism is all around us, but we must not cave in to that. Let us do as the hymn challenges us,

*Stand up, stand up for Jesus,
Ye soldiers of the cross!
Lift high His royal banner—
It must not suffer loss.
From victory unto victory
His army shall He lead
Till every foe is vanquished
And Christ is Lord indeed!"

During this month we also celebrate Independence Day, commemorating July 4, 1776 when the USA
became a nation. Happy birthday United States on your 235™ birthday! Let us rejoice and be glad for the
freedoms of our nation. We must pray earnestly for our nation, as many of those freedoms are eroding or
are being restructured culturally.

We are doing an apologetic study during these summer months on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm at the
church. We are following the Truth Project, which is a ministry of Focus on the Family. The teacher is Del
Tackett, a professor at New Geneva Theological Seminary. After spending 20 years in the United States Air
Force, he served in the George H. W. Bush White House. He was director of technical training for the
National Security Council. He is a very solid believer and teacher. I would like everyone to be able at some
point to take this course. It will help us to know what we believe and why.

There are a couple of other July events to note on your calendar:. July 23" is the Church Work Day.
We will need a lot of help, as there are several projects to be accomplished. The second is our Fifth Sunday
program. We will be showing the film, CHARIOTS OF FIRE. If the weather is cooperative, it will be an
outdoor movie. Yay!

Let us continue to serve the Lord Jesus that we see and savor. R




LOOKING AT OTHERS WITH A HEART OF LOVE g 4
by Bonnie Boyd L ) & -

The account in John 8 of the Pharisees bringing the woman
caught in the act of adultery to Jesus has several lessons that we
can apply to our own lives. “Let him who is without sin cast the
first stone *“ is, perhaps, the main point of the lesson and certainly the one that gets talked
about the most, but there are other nuggets of truth within this passage that we want to
consider.

First, we see that the scribes and Pharisees actually had much in common with the
woman whom they so looked down upon. Like the woman, they did not have a clue
about who Jesus really was- they were seeking him only to try to trip him up. They had
just as much need to perceive who Jesus really was as the woman steeped in outward sin
did. However, whatever their motive, it was the Pharisees that brought the woman to
Jesus, which turned out to be the best thing that could have happened to her! For sin to
become manifest and out in the open is a major step toward dealing with it. We do not
know that she would ever have met Jesus if they had not dragged her to him. And so they
were fulfilling the purpose of the law -which they stood for- which was to cause people to
see their need. The law does not have the ultimate answer for a sinner, but it does lead
them to the One who does.

Secondly, neither the Pharisees nor the woman knew what pure, unconditional love was.
The woman obviously was looking for love in all the wrong places, as the song says, and
the Pharisees substituted following the letter of the law for a love relationship with their
God. Although looking very different from the outside, both ways are sad, because they
both miss the mark. When Jesus demonstrated that He was a new and living way, His
words found their way into the heart of the woman and she was set free of the sin and
condemnation that bound her from within and without. There are hopeful signs that the
word was planted within each of the men as well, as, one by one, they dropped the stones
that they were ready stone her with.

Likewise, we must be careful that we do not condemn groups of people that are caught in
the snare of sin, feeling Biblically justified in doing so, as the Pharisees did. Jesus is
about loving people into the kingdom. If we say we love God, but hate our brother or our
neighbor, then we are liars, and the truth is not in us. (1 John 4:20). We do not know the
true love of God, and have that in common with the very people that we condemn. The
world will know we are Christians by our love, not by whether we outwardly follow a set
of religious rules. Let us fulfill the law by loving our neighbor (and even our enemy) as
ourselves. (Gal 5:14)

LUKE 10:27 AND HE ANSWERING SAID, THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD THY GOD
WITH ALL THY HEART, AND WITH ALL THY SOUL, AND WITH ALL THY
STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL THY MIND; AND THY NEIGHBOUR AS THYSELF.
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For the next 13 weeks, at DCF, we will be participating in the The Truth Project. We will be meeting on
Tuesday night, at 7:00pm, at the church. Please make room in your schedule for this important series
of teachings.

What is Focus on the Family's
The Truth Projecte®?

In a recent study, the Barna Research Group revealed a stunning statistic that continues to reverberate throughout
the evangelical world. Only 9 percent of professing Christians have a biblical worldview.’

Because of this, today's believers live very similarly to non-believers. A personal sense of significance is rarely
experienced, we spend our money and time on things that fail to satisfy and we begin to wonder what life's ultimate
purpose really is. We are, in short, losing our bearings as a people and a nation.

The Truth Project is a DVD-based small group curriculum comprised of 13 one-hour lessons taught by Dr. Del
Tackett. This home study is the starting point for looking at life from a biblical perspective. Each lesson discusses in
great detail the relevance and importance of living the Christian worldview in daily life.

The Truth Project Lessons

June 21-Lesson 1 - Veritology: What is Truth? The Truth Project begins by defining truth as "that which corresponds to
reality." This absolute and eternal truth, at the heart of Jesus' mission on earth, continues to be the focal point of the Cosmic
Battle in our own time.

June 28-Lesson 2 - Philosophy and Ethics: Says Who? Truth is not simply an academic concept. The way we think about
truth has a direct bearing upon the way we live our lives. What's more, our understanding of right and wrong is directly
dependent on our worldview: is the universe God's creation or a closed cosmic cube?

July 5-Lesson 3 - Anthropology: Who is Man? The Bible tells us that man was created in God's image but fell from
innocence through sin. Modem psychology, on the other hand, asserts that man is inherently good and behaves badly only
under the influence of social or institutional pressure. This lesson explores the implications of both views.

July 12-Lesson 4 - Theology: Who is God? Eternal life, according to Jesus, is knowing God in an intimate, personal, and
relational way. Such knowledge, which is possible only because of divine revelation, transforms us from the inside out as we
begin to see ourselves in the light of His majesty and holiness.

July 19-Lesson 5 - Science: What is True? (Part One) Science, the "systematic study of the natural world," brings to light
innumerable evidences of Intelligent Design. But Darwinian theory transforms science from the honest investigation of nature
into a vehicle for propagating a godless philosophy.

July 26-(Part Two) A careful examination of molecular biology and the fossil record demonstrates that evolution is not a
"proven fact." Meanwhile, history shows that ideas, including Darwinism as a social philosophy, have definite consequences —
consequences that can turn ugly when God is left out of the picture.

August 2-Lesson 6 - History: Whose Story? Does the past have an objective actuality and significance? Or does it, as
postmodernist philosophy asserts, exist primarily inside our heads? This tour considers the meaning of history as God's story
and shows us why remembering is so important.



August 9-Lesson 7 - Sociology: The Divine Imprint The order we observe in the natural realm is even more apparent in the
soc_ial systems God has established: family, church, community, state, labor, and the union between God and man. Life is a
series of relationships that flow out of and reflect the Trinitarian nature of the Creator.

August 16-Lesson 8 - Unio Mystica: Am | Alone? ls it possible for the infinite, eternal Creator to dwell within the heart of an
individual? The implications of this great mystery, which represents the very core of the Christian faith, are explored at length in
this examination of the most intimate of the social spheres.

August 23-Lesson 9 - The State: Whose Law? Of all the social spheres, the state, to which God grants the power of the
sword for the punishment of evil and the preservation of the good, has the greatest potential to go awry if it oversteps its
authority. The civil magistrate must always remember his place under the sovereignty of God — otherwise, havoc will ensue.

August 30-Lesson 10 - The American Experiment: Stepping Stones America is unique in the history of the world. On these
shores a people holding to a biblical worldview have had an opportunity to set up a system of government designed to keep the
state within its divinely ordained boundaries. Tour #10 follows the history of this experiment and explores what happens to
freedom when God is forgotten.

September 6-Lesson 11 - Labor: Created to Create Contrary to a great deal of contemporary popular opinion, work is not a
"curse." God Himself is active and creative, and He calls man to share in the joy of His activity and creativity. Labor, economics,
media, and the creative arts all have a role to play in magnifying the glory of the Creator.

September 13-Lesson 12 - Community and Involvement: God Cares, do |? The ethical law and the meaning of the Christian
life are summed up in the commandment to love God and one's neighbor. This command is the source of the believer's
motivation for self-sacrificial service to the needy and their personal involvement in our culture.

For more information go to www.thetruthproject.or;
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Work Day Mark your calendar---
Saturday, July 23, Church Picnic

starting at 8:30 am Sunday, August 21, at
at the church. Come Pine Lake, immediately
ready to work. The after the morning worship
primary project will service

be cleaning out the

basement.

. . . Stephanie Polivka is on a mission trip June 25
Movie Night--Chariots of Fire through July 17. She left on Sat. June 25 to go
July 31 at 6:30 pm to Florida for training and to train the team she
will be working with. They leave Florida on June
29 to go to Ecuador. After the time of ministry in
. i . Ecuador, Stephanie will be going on the Galapagos
'_T “9“!"- I ‘S_ SVEry Islands to minister from July 10-17. (The
inspiring movie based on Galapagos Islands are a part of Ecuador, just off
y o The true life story C_’f Eric the west coast of South America.) Stephanie and
CHARIOTS < HIRE L'F’d‘_a”‘ aPresbyterian her team will be doing all sorts of work projects
: mlsswnar?f,. who comPe’red (building, painting, washing hair, efc.) and a skit
an'the Brmsh team in'the for kids to tell people the message of Christ and
1224:Clyples. all that He's done for us. Please be in prayer for

Stephanie and her team.

If you haven't seen this
movie you should and if you
have seen it you should see




POETRY

Paradoxology
By: Amy Haas

I doubted that God

could be mighty and gentle,
gracious and righteous,
sovereign and good,

but the very same water
that chisels out chasms

and torrents from heaven
and swallows up mountains

can hang white in blue space
and balance on grass tips
and string out like jewels
on a spider’s clear thread.

Haiku
By: Sharon Trodler

Territorial
Accolades accost the ears.
Birds define their space.

This Day j )
By: Sharon Trodler = ,-/

This day is just beginning,
I’'ve awakened with the Son.

With Him I keep on winning

“Tho it isn’t always fun!

My trust I'll place in Him
Because He loves me so.

He gives me the strength and courage
To walk this path on which 1 go.
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Thank You, Jesus, Precious Love,
For all my daily blessings.

You send them freely from above

My love for You I’'m confessing.

BEGGED CHURCBH

Wordsearch 186 Biblewordgames.com

Phrase = The upright in heart praise Him Psaim 64:10 niv







