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7| Beloved Saints:
"May grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God and of Jesus
our Lord." I greet you in this first newsletter of 2012 with these words from II Peter. Having
looked at the graces of hope, peace, joy, and love during this season of Advent, let us continue
to experience the grace and peace of God in our daily lives.

2012, what does it hold? 200 years ago in 1812, the US and Britain were at war in what is
called the War of 1812. Russia staved off an invasion by Napoleon at Moscow commemorated by
Tchaikovsky in the 1812 Overture. 100 years ago, 1912 saw the sinking of the Titanic, and the
election of Woodrow Wilson, the first democrat to be elected to the White House in 20 years.
What can we expect of this year? Wars? An election, with a lot of rhetoric leading up to it?
The end of the world? Christ's return? We shall see.

What lies ahead is all known to our sovereign God, and He's not worried. So neither
should we. The promise of God still stands, "I am with you always, unto the end of the age!" As
long as God is here, we can move out securely into the unknown. "It is better to walk out into
the dark with your hand in the hand of God than to walk out into the light alone." Our God, Who
knows the end from the beginning, He Who is the Beginning and the End beholds this entire
year as in a moment of time. He calls us to walk with Him and come to know Him more
intimately. It isin our growing knowledge of God and of His Son Jesus that grace and peace are
multiplied. The more grace and peace are multiplied, the more we come to know Him, and more
grace and peace are our experience. It is a grand cycle—knowing and walking with God. We are
the heirs of Abraham, whom God called to "walk before Me and be righteous.”

It is our privilege and calling to walk together as the Body of Christ. DCF is part of that
holy Body that is called to walk with God and before Him in our community here. As we walk
with our Father leading us ever onward we become the agents of bringing God's grace and peace
intfo this community. "Thanks be to God Who always leads us in triumph in Christ and makes
known through us the fragrance of the knowledge of Him in every place." (2 Cor. 2:14) In this
year, 2012, we say with Ernest Shurtleff; "Lead on, O King eternal, we follow—not with fears,
for gladness breaks like morning where'er Thy face appears. .." A blessed year for alll







